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His widow living there till her death some few 
since at the age of ninety (90). The house itself is 
fully 1 18 years old. The original home on Wood Lane 
is still standing and occupied. The family has now 
reached the fifth generation. 

On the vacent lot between Perkins' coal yard 
and the present Steamboat Hotel, stood the old Dunk 
house, the most historic spot in our little city. The 
main part of this building was of bricks, these had been 
brought over from England, and each one was stamped 
with the English crown. When the building was torn 
down, not 60 very many years ago ihese were carted 
away and now form the foundation of some of our modern 
dwellings. 

It was here, that, during the Iatter part of the Revolu­
tion and long after, Uncle Billy 'Sciver, as he was called 
kept "refreshments for man and beast" also stimulants, 
which latter were duly, and oft no doubt, unduly pat­
ronized. 

It was still used as a tavern or inn as late as the boy­
hood days of some of our older residents, from one of 
whom, the following description of the place, was ob­
tained: It was a two and a half story building, facing 
the river, surrounded on all sides by a wide porch, 
part of it being paved. In one corner of the immense 
room, which opened out on th e porch, was the bar. For 
some reason, which could be anyone of several that might 
be advanced, this was fenced off by a high railing, which 

14-

kept the would-be indulgers at a respectful distance from 
the source of supply. A glass, and a huge decanter, 
which was minutely described as having a glass stopper 
fastened by a chain to the neck of the bOltle, were placed 
on a ledge or counter inside. The customer reached 
through the hars and reccil-ed his drink, slipping his 
empty glass back again. 

It Wii in this house, that Washington, more than once 
is said to have met his officers and held counsel with 
them; meditated upon and matured plans for the move­
ment of his troops in and out of the Jerseys. And we 
know not how much the hours he spent there in deep 
thought and careful planning may have aided in shaping 
our country's destiny. 

A half century or more ago, the old place was aban­
doned and the boys of that generation played within its 
deserted walls. The rooms which had sheltered a 
Washington, and were hallowed because of words of 
lofty patriotism and sublime courage, uttered long ago, 
now echoed the shouts and nierry laughter of joyous boy­
hood. 

The hand of time added to that of vandals has de­
stroyed every vestage of the old house, even the founda­
tion stones or most of them having been carried away. 

The old ferry which was where the present wharf is 
built, was the termius of a road, which followed Cooper 
street through Woodpecker lane to the settlements on lind 
beyond the Rancocas. 
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Cooper strect or Dunk's Ferry lane, as part of it wa5 
called, was the divtding line between the VanSciver 
property, which extended back from the river toward 
the railroad, and the Perkins farm, which was in the 
opposite direction, toy"ards Delanco. 

The old house on the river bank near VanKirk street 
is the original farm house and is still occupied by some 
of the VanSciver family . . This, with a small brick house, 
where Mr. Neff's residence now is, and the house lately 
purchased by Mr. George D. McIlvaine were all that 
adorned our river bank in those early years. 

The latter also belonged to a VanSciver and is the 
original farm house remodeled. The old willow which 
was a landmark on its bank until a year or two ago, 
tradition says had weathered the storms of almost a 
century and a half. 

In the early history of the place, when it was scarcely 
more than a hamlet, the part on the lower side of Cooper 
~treet retained the name of Dunl:'s ferry, while the upper 
part or VanSciver land was called Churchville, from the 
fact of a chu~ch and a few houses having been built 
there. The church referred to, is the Episcopal the 
oldest church organization in Beverly, the corner stone 
of the first building having been laid in 1837. This 
building ,till stands on Cooper street opposite Church. 
Its candlestick have long since been removed, and it 
requires no little faith to believe that this plain, unsightly 
bit of architecture could ever have been the home of two 
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of our churches; the other being the Presbyterian. 
Never pretentious, patched and ofttimes paintless, it still 
is for many the center of holy memories and sweet 
associations. At present, it is occupied by the Fr.:.: 
Library. 

St. Stephen's Protestant Episcopal Church of Beverly, 
was originally organized as St. Stephens of Willingboro, 
with Rev. John Jones as rector. 

More than a century had lapsed since Thomas Olive 
had settled and named \Villingboro township, and during 
all this time no house of worship had been erected within 
its boundaries; the school house near the center of the 
township, being used for gospel meetings. 

In 1802., however, land was purchased and the 
Coopertown Church built. A clause in the charter 
stated that "whenever thirty families of anyone denomi­
nation of Christians take upon themselves a corporate 
name agreeably to law, the ground and building should 
revert to them and their successors forever." The 
Methodists first claimed it under this provision, but were 
met with such a storm of protests that they abondoned it 
and erected a church of their own not far distant. This 
building is still standing on the farm of Mr. Charles K. 
Vansciver. 

A few years later St. Stephen'S Church of Willingboro, 
organized with the requisite number of families and laid 
claim to it, but like its sister church was compelled to 
yield to puqlic opinion, and so withdrew to the then, 



17 

little village of Beverly, and erected the building which 
we have just described. 

J n consequence of these attempts to gain possession of 
the church under the "thirty family" clause, a request 
was presented to the legislature about 1835, asking that 
the unsectarian character of the property be secured, as 
this was undoubtedly the wish of the majority of the 
people and the intention of the original contributors. 
The legislature passed the act, and now all Protestant 
denominatiom hold services in the church. 

Odd Fellows' Hall is also historic for in it the Metho­
dist Church had its beginning and home until 1867 when 
it was sold and afterwards enlarged by its present owners. 

The building at the corner of Broad and Warrell 
streats has had a varied experience. In the early 40' 5 

as a little one story building, it was used for a school, 
long before the advent of public schools, when each pupil 
had to pay for his introduction to, and continued ac­
quaintance with, the three R' s, Before that, if any of 
the youth of Dunk's ferry or vicinity had a thirst for 
knowledge, they could have it satisfied by trudging to an 
old school house, which stood not very far from the 
Coopertown church. 

In this school house on the corner mentioned, the 
Baptists organized a congregation in 185 I. Leaving this 
for their new church, it was sold to the Catholics and 
later to the G. A. R. Post who are the present owners. 

About this date 1850, we rose to the dignity of having 
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a post office. Mr. Charles McElroy, uncle of Mr. 
Edward McElroy was the pioneer postmaster. Dr. 
Jacob Perkins, then a boy and a descendant in direct line 
of Samuel Perkins who came to Burlington in the Kent, 
was the mail carrier. His duties were not very arduous, 
as the mail came but once a week, and a ride to Burling­
ton to fetch it was rather a lark, to a hoy in his teens. 

The post office was in the building on Cooper street 
opposite the large building erected by Mr. Butler. It 
has been considerably modernized, hut a few years ago 
it looked quaint enough to attract the attention of those 
not particularly interested in "relics". 

We now come to the time when our little village has 
become a full fledged town, with a name of its own. 
This took place in 1850, when the town was incor­
porated and given the name of Beverly. Some say aiter 
the first name of Burlington, others, after Beverly in 
Massachusetts from which place some of our residents 
had come. The latter accounts seems the more reason­
able. Up to this time the greater number of the in­
habitants had been engaged in agriculture, but when the 
old VanSciver farm was sold and divided into building 
lots, a new dynasty arose. 

We are told, that now, Philadelphians and other 
strangers formed a majority of the population and mani­
fested a disposition to control township matters agreeably 
to their desires and conveniences. The old inhabitants 
of the township were compelled to submit to indignities 
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and injustice. The polls were r.emoved within the 
limits of Beverly, and the plain and unostentatious 
citizens. who had lived here all their lives and their 
fathers · before them were challenged at the polls by up­

stans, as they called them, who had lived here but a 

year or two. These conditions brought ahout a desire 

for separation which was ' effected in 1859, by which, 
part of Willingboro township became Beverly township, 

which besides Beverly includes Delanco and Coopertown. 
The history of the town since then, is modern and 

and familiar to most of us, so we will leave the present 

for those that come after us, hoping that they may find 

us and ours as interesting relics and antiquities as we 

have found our ancestors. i 
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